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Anivar's email to Swathanthra Malayalam Computing

Yes, I am writing this with tears. He was a close friend, co-traveler,
and colleague in SMC.

He was a student in IIIT hyderabad, working on CVIT lab, in the
team to develop a malayalam OCR. He was under the treatment
for Leukemia in CMC Vellore for past 2 years. He was very ac-
tive contributor to Swathanthra malayalam Computing's projects
and various other FOSS projects such as pypdflib, silpa project
etc even from his hospital bed. In addition he used to write ar-
ticles in malayal.am on various topics. In FEC also he was quite
active and contributed to various discussion threads. He was one
among SMC's Google summer of code candidates in 2007. His con-
tribution to standardization discussions such as critique to Inter-
national Domain names standard for malayalam, Inscript 2 draft
keyboard standard etc was also commendable.

He was always available on google chat when he is in the in-
tervals between treatments, we used to talk a lot about various
contemporary topics. Jinesh was working on a paper about pit-
falls in Biometric standards UID adopted, and he used to send a
lot of contemporary research papers on biometrics to me .

Our last chat (around sep 4th) was about planning get together,
when he reaches home after treatments. Whenever we asks about
his treatment details he used to show this XKCD comic http://
xkcd.com/931/

When he was in MES , he was the organiser of mny FOSS activi-
ties in their campus and he was an initiator for Swatantra software
user group Malappuram.

glemaddeon ag’ eaquenid quoariavyesud

Blog http://www. jinsbond.in/

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/jinesh. jayaraman
Twitter http://twitter.com/#!/jinsbond007

Picasa http://picasaweb.google.com/jinesh.k
http://fci.wikia.com/wiki/User:Jinesh.k
https://github.com/santhoshtr/pypdflib/commits/master


http://xkcd.com/931/
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https://www.facebook.com/jinesh.jayaraman
http://twitter.com/#!/jinsbond007
http://picasaweb.google.com/jinesh.k
http://fci.wikia.com/wiki/User:Jinesh.k
https://github.com/santhoshtr/pypdflib/commits/master
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http://code.google.com/p/tesseractindic/wiki/

IndicLanguageTesseract
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My First Post

Life is becoming hard nowadays. Sitting at home doing nothing,
makes me read more. I usually go for novels. But this time I de-
cided to closely follow the top reports and articles in news papers.
Within a day or two, what I understood was that, if these people
started writing fiction, then the leading writers of today will have
to look for something else to do. The interviews of important per-
sonalities are now live fed by channels. But we will be reading a
totally different story of what we saw and heard the last day. For
those who cry about the dryness in Malayalam literature, here is
the answer. People with good level of imagination is now with
media.
(July 05, 2007)
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Politics in campus: the need of time

I have read a lot, seen a lot and heard a lot about campus politics.
When thinking with the open mind of a student who is bothered
about the situation of the country today, I have a small comment
to put forward regarding campus politics.

I just completed my professional course from one of the most
criticized campuses of today in the name of campus politics. So
I guess I am eligible to propose a view on the issue. Banning
politics in campus is just like banning internet for the thousands
of websites with so called inappropriate content.

What I am telling is, the most important part of the country’s
administration system is legislature. It is where the decisions are
taken and new rules are made. Other pillars of democracy, like
executive, judiciary and media; does the job of implementing and
cross checking the decisions made by legislature. So by banning
the politics in campuses, what is today's society aiming at? Cre-
ating an uneducated legislature, so that it acts as a spoon in the
arms of the enemies of the state?

The main problem authorities raise about campus politics is the
violence in the process. The campus is mostly youngsters between
17 and 25, the hot and energetic period, in malayalam cane @iggam
wow.. It is the duty of society and authorities to control the law
and order. If students are able to think about parents when any
problem comes, then they will never go to make any violence in
campus. Also if somebody wants to make problems in campus, he
will make that irrespective of politics. It is the duty of society to
provide good political basis, election mechanism and facilities. It
is never the right solution to ban politics in campus just because
the society and authorities fail to implement it in the right way.

Whatever the case maybe, campus politics act as a direct im-
pression of what happens in the original society. Is it because of
that authorities oppose campus politics? I don’t know. I have not
been able to express all that I wanted to.

Please post your comments. Then I guess I will be able to open
up better.

(July 15, 2007)
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Account of a campus gang war!!!

This is an account of a mob in a well known self financing En-
gineering college, from the words of students of the college. It
is from MES College of engineering, and most newspaper reports
are not taking into account what the root cause of the problem
is. I just tried to interact with some of my juniors there and got
these details. This account is written on the basis of a chat con-
versation, which is published here. Some details I confirmed and
crosschecked, basically those regarding the program at the audi-
torium and all. I just want to point out how a ordinary gang or
group fight at college turned out to be a political (?) issue. I never
call this as student politics, but student gang war.

There are more than enough issues at college, and without
fighting for those, these student politicians (?) are fighting for
head counts. I don’t know what leads these students. Anyway,
I believe it is not the professionalism that all are expecting from
young engineers.

On Friday, the 23" of November 2007, there was a screening
for some program (guess its name was Dyuthi 07) going on in
the auditorium. It was going well until the Mechanical fellows
started shouting ROYAL MECH, to which the the EEEs responded
by shouting CHOPPERS. The people present there said that they
saw many chairs flying around. The situation was brought under
control by the police.

Later, on Sunday (25" November) morning (night), at about
1:30 AM, while everyone were asleep, a few locals came to the
hostel and destroyed an inmate’s computer. Another inmate who
rushed to the scene on hearing the noise was brutally attacked
with weapons like chains, iron rods and haxo blade. He suffered
injuries to his head, arm and foot. A big strike was planned for
Monday (26th November) by KSU-MSF. The SFI-DYFI were also
on strike and had lot of local support with them. Police rushed
to the scene in large numbers. There were 3 jeeps and 2 vans full
of police with their new ‘lathi’s. The strike was peaceful. Classes
were suspended for the day.

The locals found some tools (iron rods) on the road and re-
ported to the police. They said more would be found at the hostel
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and asked the police to raid the place. Some locals came along as
well. However, the students weren't happy at this. Pushing and
pulling took place which was followed by throwing of stones. The
police stopped the raid and came to the middle and used laathi
to separate the 2 groups. Some were injured. Along with the stu-
dents and the people, a news reporter was also injured. The bikes
of 2 students were also destroyed by the DYFI activists.

The final outcome was, the college was closed for a week. The
first internal exam, which was scheduled to be conducted in the
first part of the odd semester, was again postponed. Also many
students were injured and hospitalized. I was seeing this game of
settling scores for a long time, and now just a problem in a cultural
show turned out to be a big issue (settling accounts!). I don’t know
who is benefiting from these gang wars.

(Also heard some students were harassed while going home
after all these. Didn't get the details though. Will put up those
details too as soon as possible.)

(November 27, 2007)
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Being Lonely (it is good if it makes you think!!!)

For me being lonely is the time to think and let your mind gaze
through the rich grasslands of life. Even when I am in a crowd,
sometimes I will go thinking. I never need to be alone to feel alone.
Being alone is simply something which happens to me anywhere
unpredictable. When I feel like that, what I would do is to try and
draw conclusions on what I have observed.

Once, on such an occasion, I was trying to draw conclusions
on the truth of GOD. I just tried to think how GOD can be. As
He is the One capable of driving the whole universe, He will be
either somewhere outside the universe at a centralized place or
a distributed source. The existence of such a centralized source
is something which is beyond imagination and almost impossible
when we think that it is having a role in each and everything hap-
pening in the whole universe (just think of a big energy source
which provides the force for our movements within the Earth and
for Earth to move around the sun and so on). It led me to the con-
clusion that the force can be something distributed every where in
the whole universe (just understand that it is a simple conclusion
by a crooked mind!!! I am ready to believe otherwise if you can
convince me).

However, the problem still hadn't been solved completely. I
just kept thinking what can that distributed source of power be. It
should be something associated with each and everything. When
I looked at it from such a perspective, it just occurred to me that
whenever some chemical reaction happens, an amount of energy
is released. All activities in the universe, when thought of, can be
reduced simply to things which are using energy or things which
displace energy. Energy is the single driving force in all the actions
of the universe. All actions are exchanges or conversions of forms
of energy!!!

Then I suddenly felt like, are things this simple? But when I
started thinking deeply into the facts, it appeared clearer to me
that, the concept of a single GOD or a group GODs or anything
can be rounded off to the definition of it as the ultimate source
of energy in the whole universe. Suddenly it appeared to me as
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something which explains everything (may be because it was so
simple).

My thoughts then went into the fact that no religion or beliefs
are explaining things like these. Then when I thought a little more,
I understood that picturing God as something like a watchdog or
The Ultimate Jury was a better solution to many problems in the
society as well as answers to a bunch of questions (another one of
my assumptions!!! Cross me if you want. Always welcome!!!).

This is just a sample of how my thoughts used to go when I am
alone (not physically!!!). Please be patient to read more!!!

Comments

1. anwer: Great thought dude. The one I could identify very
well was that of energy. If God is energy, then it can be
classified as omnipotent or omnipresent. However, as you
said, the humanity likes and most of them can only accept
a God who is a jury and prosecutor. The God and spiritual-
ity in its present form has only lead the world to chaos and
destruction. I believe that the knowledge about God should
be expanded. “"All great new things were first called a blas-
phemy". All great knowledge too. I recommend you to read
the book ** Tomorrow's God by Neale Donald. Cheers!

2. Navitha: Jinesh, well written. However, like all the things
written in solitude, for these few lines that came from your
thoughts, only you alone can interpret the depth of it com-
pletely. Yes, this question does come across everyone's mind
regarding the existence and origin of God. Few just let it go
by as a passing thought because once you start searching
for an answer, it would go on from forever till eternity. Al-
though the truth is that everyone do believe somewhere that
there is some supernatural power that can change their lives
no matter what!!! Otherwise people would not turn to God
when nothing worldly can save them. Maybe it's the belief
that has been fed into the human race since time immemo-
rial.

However, unlike others, you gave it a thought. Liked some
interesting interpretations of yours. Let me quote you, "I
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just kept thinking what can that distributed source of power
be. It should be something associated with each and every-
thing. When I looked at it from such a perspective, it just
occurred to me that whenever some chemical reaction hap-
pens, an amount of energy is released.". But didn't it occur
to you what drove all these chemical reactions? There must
be something that is causing such an action.

Well people have different concepts of what God is to them.
Some feel that it is within them. Some feel its all over. Some
worship them. Some bend down to him. But to you it oc-
curred that “Then when I thought a little more, I understood
that picturing God as something like a watchdog”. If that
was true, then how do you explain all the natural disasters?
Where does the floods, volcanoes, Tsunamies and hurricanes
stand? If he was such a watch dog would he ever do things
to destroy his beautiful creations? Wouldn't he always main-
tain things in a " picture perfect" way so that nothing messes
up with his possession?

. jinsbond007: Hi Navi,

May be my inabilities in expressing my thoughts at its best
through writing made you think like that. As far as I know,
nothing in this world happens as it is! It happens in an order,
a pseudo random order! When I thought about this order-
ing, I found out that the action of energy behind these will
explain this better than anything! I didn't write about that
because, I thought people will be able to understand that I
was thinking mere energy as the driving force behind every-
thing!

cheers
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MIPOSOWIOEH BalS eecrél@@a@:esad%gg B JMOoAIM ales DRLAEBM.
"An 'anti-national’ is a person who is against his/her own nation and, by inference,
is pro some other one. But it isn't necessary to be "anti-national' to be deeply sus-
picious of all nationalism, to be anti-nationalism. Nationalism of one kind or another
was the cause of most of the genocide of the twentieth century. Flags are bits of
coloured cloth that governments use first to shrink-wrap peoples’ minds and then
as ceremonial shrouds to bury the dead. When independent, thinking people (and
here | do not include the corporate media) begin to rally under flags, when writers,
painters, musicians, fim-makers suspend their judgment and blindly yoke their art to
the service of the 'Nation', it's time for all of us to sit up and worry. In India we
saw it happen soon after the Nuclear tests in 1998 and during the Kargil War against
Pakistan in 1999. In the United States we saw it during the Gulf War and we see
it now, during the 'War against Terror'. That blizzard of Made-in-China American

flags."

3. Don (eowosnd)

@O® WA. alOBH RIC®, MM, 6B0al DAY afMl Cal OaldD®eER6IId
TLOYAIMETBU BI@OD PalEWIWIENIQY af)eMIE Tlwadlee)? @Eaw3 BCC

ag)m Gal@ dloa alaevace)?
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apdemoslo®  mpoamaiesl  aMMROmE. GBSO  OAUSUIDOGHQo
6aQIdlEsam.  GRIAIM. @QINIHIWEage eimilmileag &dlal adlal emoad

alaollgjamariey. myefe esos@l allull emdlad aig@oesmo?

jinsbond007

®udlEHeme  G0o6Nl,  6NI0ENJEI, afeR B  elemomeday. Al @)
AlEIDBUOTIMD  EGURAUAIEM EMOIBEBM MMM Sb, 20RLIAERULY eni Ul
M 60 QOS alolomoae &EE®Id 20EeI®.  alem, BCCl agandled

cg(aqﬁp@mm Board of Control for Cricket in India agomosm:

jinsbond007

Ml 6505 aIEDBLETEM BORKITIEE IM BRI YLAIM vBElweY

af)Mo E@OMRM. EYOHFT WMV Oe%aQe else caldonigen:
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Please Read the Offer Document Carefully Before...

I hope all are familiar with the above words. After all those
Shining India mutual fund advertisements, a warning like this is
mandatory. I felt the same regarding the offer documents supplied
at campus placements after reading a news in economic times
about the act of Keane India on last Monday. A small account
of it can be read over here®.

I can imagine a little about what was there within the minds
of those people who got sacked. I believe all of them were people
who got placements through campuses (since Keane takes 80% of
their workforce from campus and it is not easy to send one with
prior experience). All the offer documents I got (not many any-
way. Only two) had one section called "Job Termination". There
was a notice period specified before terminating the job. It usu-
ally varies according to your value and employers value. For me
those values were in months.

Friends who get a job from campuses usually do not bother to
read through the whole document before agreeing and sending it
to the specified address. Or even if they did take time to read,
thinking about loosing the job, nobody would be ready to reject
any job they have in hand. Moreover, the monetary benefits page
blinds them while reading through other instructions. I rejected a
job in industry for one in research in academia. As the academia
is not as rich as corporate India and my preference was not mone-
tary, the one I rejected was the one which gave me more monetary
benefits. That made me answer a lot of questions like, “~how much
do you think you will get after you complete the course", **Is that
bigger than what you will get after that time in industry" and a
lot of other similar questions. People who are not ready to ignore
the curiosity of people also don’t like to reject some offer despite
of the risk associated with it.

But they are not understanding that, the value of people who
gets fired by a company for which they spend two years is not
impressive unless you have made a value for your own. The com-

“http://www.itexaminer.com/Outsourcing/tabid/77/
articleType/ArticleView/articleId/794/Keane-chops-400-staff.
aspx


http://www.itexaminer.com/Outsourcing/tabid/77/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/794/Keane-chops-400-staff.aspx
http://www.itexaminer.com/Outsourcing/tabid/77/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/794/Keane-chops-400-staff.aspx
http://www.itexaminer.com/Outsourcing/tabid/77/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/794/Keane-chops-400-staff.aspx
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panies which favour new recruits than experienced professionals,
sometimes take around 2 to 3 weeks to give the offer document
after placing a verbal offer. The figures they boasted at the re-
cruitment drive might never match, or appears like only some-
thing which you get after the highest performance incentive and
no tax cuts.

Friends, money matters. But it is not the only thing that mat-
ters. The first job is your life and so you'd better be careful with
it. Please read the full document, even the fine prints. In case of
any doubt, call the company or mail them. Usually they provide
an explanation. Placement offices in colleges, more than making
the numbers, please teach your students about the importance of a
job and how one should be careful about offer documents. More-
over, students, even when you are doing a job, try to make your
own space in the world so that even at the worst moment of the
company, firing you should be their last option!

"So please read the offer document carefully before investing
your life"

(June 19, 2008)
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ag)oM allel TVOPanEIMY O d>ud

a@®de  BINERI  alOaJTNEHEOMaIF ol 6B a@®de GIMI@ aldly codom
Qg afg@MO AWINEMI  agAlailay. ®006Mo, MBS EDGJOgo SOOI
@rdelg) 600 agPlo GOMY MOPaOKBITYETERI®ET aldlgjo@m!  $:60 amy
adludle  (eacdlalcied  samy  @reememIeeodam),  eRPWadQw,  allomenn.y
aalle” quadionge (anerreadd@d (\»égjﬂ\)“, ANMROAM@ HOOJTY, REEMAAISM, E3UHIQ
MOEBUWB @REREMEWOMIO®EI). M. il  apad. adl  amiewnmicd e
IIdlyoeisoem’ 0e@oeEd aldlala]@m®, EBRYIO@ AITD AUCEWSS GHITYHEIGd
HOd aledly ojTysmrgroQiGT. @Bty amy,  eacflallcd  eamy,
sacallocd caidaw; eaoewsm caludl agemaeds adlqudaial, QEOdae @R adlEq.
@RE2ABHQYORIOBHWIV eBPWadwilaj @®EROM alsAM Blsme. eaeMeno AWy
QlaGRIRIEHIMES BM EASIERSS AWM @R oJTPHEREIRJIRIQIGBM af)MISEMEMD
6a0@ 60dm. oJole emwndolges odoilal doluleEs®on®e®:0M30,
AJTYHEEROSLTIOIo o’lmé £aIQAIGe  @RaNE  MRUElale800®e®:06mT @R
Qoely  AMMILQDETOOOGMEERIOBHRITICE0  @RY@@e  BTBe  AlOWIETOD.
aflom,  eTVIAU@  MLEMIY  EARINe ESldge by BWBOM  CAUEIRI@o
aldgf@man 8@ Al-uaIQDEOG:0MBAIG:0.  aMIWIBJe @R  ojTNGEIBUBOEIEED
aldlalesm  @RELPAIGM/CPERLPAI®HY  (EEMIHIO.40Moe  BaIQQIMIRPOD  OEOTIGE
6@ 00 0@ 20@20V@P. Aleecm  eMABCEAIQEIOS &Myl BT
QI AIBINOIMBe EDSe OBIFEIOD® alCla]lEnIqMAIITIBME @) A10068RU3. af)MIT,
e Ay 8EEAI. @ald:dla] afE®IB  alosmmI®  amalwmeCm®e
MIyemesQe SOOI a@IBLBM, @RELEIG BICEIACOTIOMQ.  BNMETEMD
B0IaIg0k, MSOVI®  EHME40Clale, @Al ASROWIQ MUY alvesnowl
oMo @@ilalddla]@me. 6060 aOEClBE8Qe MMPIERIW afFEDEHIF], @RAIQOS
@oW:alwmo  allaidlafaan dol andly @dlaomocs, oames M.alwIMmERW B
OB>FHIZHUB OB aMqenizolame. omodeoRe @mppaldoesqo
swodlmoriede. @oeweIdlolegs, almils’ oo amagaEsg. aggioe gD
g8t allslgyymeienon adle dolalamomen eusmensl 6ewdEs aldlo]eomss
QD @) ofTNHEBEEaMRIRImm. ag)MI@, BIHWBLHSS CalOBKIRE. AUALRHSo
B0RI0RISEROBWYe  (JTLAIMEROSWe MINIMWlg] (@ENIMTWE.AIMITIBMPHQUMOAID)o.
allemzo® @ER®IGHS; 0fgOTle®R BRI @RATY VGO VBITYo. EaldEIETITIS’
B06M0a]900 aldlyf aldleUQ) af)gCmDo.

DD afPdho  BEMBGOB @O EHERIDW  MVIPADKBITPAIOMOTD &l alodD
af)leoodlonid qumso aime.  MVIGady LITYETIea! AlEMV® BEZIEMIFINWeRD
Q)OMIE TVAIWIMQYo. AIOBH, ETMOMD BH6MNE (AUOWI4), aldlg] afOMIOE® AlOWIOMDIAS]
M@ af)OR BILIAHB MBI 2IBERBU BQaIS] al0We) ajaydangalajoaiam

6@ @O0 G0 QM. 660 ojiyde alalw @rALPAIB®eS I aldlesm
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&IHWB, OTBEES HIIFHe8 OIElYTQMTIENEID ERALYPAIGEMR GIGaIgHOS
2nMIeNMmMOlRes 6T MVIWID, GRELIEIG G@RELPAIGY AOMOIT  BFDTS
DSEAISIMES TVIANAIRYK.  al@Mde HOMY HEQEMIU AVIGOKBITYEI@S i,
aUgaOlEUMOYe TVPOEOMR E@URITYQYe @REYTIIEHITD AMEBRUBLE ald@s, TVIMo
BGoNIOBI@  (MlMoe  @RELPYAIBEI  MlMBe MVPAOODI@ MMe  AlI0aJTHe AUl B@3
aMUGanQlleHeMo HEEMROMOMo, MVIWo B3 ra’kcﬂuaon‘& (@A @RMGEEMEAD MVITHEAD
)@ BOCEIBOMBEHMIVEL]ClER0) HOBHPDLIQYSBDAIW BT EIPO. GRELYAIB:M’
GMaloS MSe M@HAN OV oJIYSHERSROS  DMRICWENIQYM  TlBManNQIEROS
B91010EHIMB MYIIDBAIW B GRELPDAIGBIVGPaNo CHOBMTIIEIROIM..

afloom q@uﬁ@;oms@e@gm(ﬂ;ﬁlm«ﬂ, amOMd  @oEmIde  GOMIM®  GUAHo
senio@auilsarlalnsm’ aldlyl@), @eales amaluelomuje BOGIQeRIMB. BT G0,

200 C20EHBO 20@E eoqpendmae.  olem epeaeE bl aysak,

0ERWBE BOOIQ. 2RI M. el S0k, 66ABEMEECEBEIN.,
Goall  afgmal, MI20Emn  alOWEORIOETHHMQIQIGBMD. afloom,
65:0.9JQUS R Eo. @ROIPRIMe  WOTIQe  AMQYDL]  @RYUOWo  MBGBIVGBM G,
glalmaclaamo. oMo QlepeIVEREtd  GROME.  GRAIMINQEMREIT  B:Sleud
I Mool DIPSBOEIOLIOWIOHEE  AUSAMO  QAUETHOSo. ayeiad

aldleRm  aldOo  af)EBEOMEWIeE  MUNWIMlgPal 8@ Mgy  algjaeilress
adla@mmilsod  @e@lmajend  agemmlendiais). GO alGHY, EDGJOUd IETIlERan
(QOCHWEAIEBONHWRBER  aldo, QlaBULMAICWLRAIY AlIOMOEDIM®  CUBaHo B3
alalnnesgeemenemeEnje  &:5He8  OOeMNWa]eamod  anomBlas  &dweg
aOMI@ OB@AM.  &HFHOS T @Elgdl@oMe AMMIIRINEIM.  Gal@lalesmm
aldoy aleLO) meI@® @O,  alodY, MRS BN QD @ma%gza;lmﬁ MNoLOWEBRUB
TlYOBIlEn8 QBRI MOlWIMEREIOLBIT DD DEiT. BT @OEITWH: MVPOTTIOM

@leeMeT @ICMOSTDEN aMMIT MVUdWo!

(OB E6MEBRUB
1. cwoel

gdamy oD eeppuy  (http://scertkerala.wordpress.com/)
S6erdlmemo? ddmied eaoqy oales (http://scertkerala.
wordpress.com/2008/06/27/13/) ales ealgigens:

2. jinsbond007

woell Galg], GRYoUY M BDEEIGMe.  ERAIOSQSE CFOIOMRED aldaldSo
WABHQYe 021Q.  ape® ool EREOWEB MO CUBOIE EaldRRW

@gﬂ%m“. allom 2@ gieeBeEn MVWCIENINES BT EBANJ MM
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MaDOWlEENERD.,  MIMOQWETIEIBS HYIG:e8 @R8I 00RL8  OBHIFEMIMDo
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al0eOmEg. Y@M Alspdodi:es @go@ VWMl EalosmM®:
DEOYo H@JInNaHMRNW, DO af)Ga0BS afFENIM MIMICYSS DRLMEBRSMDEsTRI
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aldalenes erlad 'amdajom sflaid’ @e@®ade] aidalesmer @rIveidlal,
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Rajeeve Chelanat

“@@ee® aldleram d:geges @aIetlealslomEn oM’ @RAWId®IM@ aldle
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QBo.  alloWB GBRWEMTE af)M@), G@REROM BMOEMTE afMAQYINAIMD Galdeje
QOWUOI@ Guoymoalel'’. @M UoyadBmM alommeamoem’ mId 6@ gl
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QM MLIWY® GREREOM R GREEENSL QBMAID] @REREOM VIG5
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@ROOMIEERIT GRRETE OOEWBEeISIMERBIT, lEMRIW] PO MSOMeRIg
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SoBme@lmee.  @R@IMI@ W] #sdlead. BQRIGAM af@iles ammiled
cmoMle®aPe afgal, allenge QEO@ID] QARDL] Galdgle EMILHIOMIET

000 @mlelleclio. @edled Qo HQEBETZo Hal0QERD.



48

8@ Tdlouse) cegdlgdns,(r%



Logbook of an Observer 49

@oEmal nl@®e aglmils;” Tuidspaye alel aldmdego

©@IM )T H2IYME@To,  af)(0I  cuTEIT  emeEmEoacTlamoo

@pEmalme  mmoiwdleonoelmemme  EmIMEMD. "It is the thrill of
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mil(mmom'l_fgo_«gdelqdoamomo emslailegymm @RANEOOOVD 0, Qf)6BREOM
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@)Y BB EDEFANAIWE]Es0.
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(O EBEeMEBRUY

1 eaem | venu : )OI QIRVOTIMEOO OIDe) UYoERERj HOTD
MRedllyl BIEDIQ AlOEMIBK. AlBI® afOMMMoe MITYPN® afeTOMoo @m@?mmﬂ%
B0l gjmey, gélo.l’lad SeMIEBHoOImmM.  @oElmal’ miBewEsdls] @so@

@pAllEndm edleom gD eatoqyloe mail.:)
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aflemoo@ll, QllaypEpMms, MUGan., AMBQIlUWIEBU3, LI

equenim@ ales® aggal e canimonie agaslwod] agpgoiomsaiomosm:
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Asus eeepc 1005HA hotkeys and ubuntu lucid

My Asus eeepc 1005HA was working like a charm from the day I
bought it. It came with Windows XP pre-installed. Since I am not
quite a fan of XP, I decided to install some GNU/Linux distro. I left
the Windows partition as it is and installed Ubuntu on one half of
my hard disk. Anyway, I installed then latest Karmic Koala 9.10
Ubuntu Netbook Remix. If I remember correctly, it came with a
2.6.31 kernel. As expected, everything worked out of the box.
Hotkeys, network (wired n wireless, atheros devices), touchpad,
sound and camera worked smoothly. There were some issues with
hibernation. Microphone also had some issues. I installed the
backported modules to fix them.

When first beta of Lucid came out, I decided to switch. It came
with a 2.6.32 kernel. Since it was beta, Lucid gave some small is-
sues related to the improved and renamed interface (Ubuntu Net-
book Edition). Most of them were quickly fixed. Except the issue
related to hot keys (eeepc-laptop, the driver which controls hot
keys won't load by default).

To start with, like any Ubuntu user I did a little search on
Ubuntu forums. As expected, the problem was already reported.
Some kind of a solution was also given (to pass acpi_osi=Linux
as a kernel parameter). But it didn't workout quite well since it
also killed my wired interface some how. I didn’t really dig up on
what is happening then. Since it was not a very important thing
for me, [ kept it aside. Lately, when I got some free time, I decided
to explore a little.

So I simply did the easiest and blindest thing to do. To check
whether it is fixed in the latest stable kernel. So I downloaded
the latest stable kernel (2.6.34), from kernel.org and compiled it.
Since I knew quite bit about my laptop by then, I spent some-
time on removing all unwanted drivers and technologies. Finally
I compiled the kernel in my 1005HA. Since I knew from bug re-
ports that to load eeepc-laptop, acpi_osi needs to be passed, I did
that. Ta da, it started working.

Then like any curious and interested guy would do, I decided
to explore more and find out what had gone wrong. To check why
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it worked in Karmic and not in Lucid. Different bug reports and
details dating from November 2009 gave a good idea.

The issue is related to ASUS and Windows 7. Apparently for
compatibility with Windows 7, ASUS changed their ACPI device
from the usual one (ASUS010) to Windows Management Inter-
face (WMI). BIOS updates to enable windows 7 support simply
disables the ASUS010 interface used by eeepc-laptop when an OS
is detected as Windows 7. When OSI is invoked by BIOS, Linux
kernel usually returns true for any windows string. An easy way is
to blacklist the new eeepc models. But, it is not the right solution.
Also it created some issues since it was not the optimal solution.

The permanent solution for the problem is to write eeepc-wmi
interface. There is some preliminary experimental driver available
from Yong Wang. It is quite in its infancy. It will load the eeepc-
wmi driver when acpi_osi is not passed. One of the most used hot
keys is the Wireless LAN one. But it is still not done in the new
eeepc-wmi driver. So, I guess it might take some time for it to get
fixed. Or someone who really know how do this should sit on it
and finish it off. Device drivers are quite out of my understanding,
but I am ready to help in anyway I can. For the time being, this
workaround looks the only way forward.
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Asus eeepc 1005HA and Meego 1.0.1

I bought my eeepc in last December and since then I have been
using Ubuntu Netbook Remix (UMR) or Ubuntu Netbook Edition
(UNE). It was working good and with some hacks, I was able to
use it to its best.

I don't use my netbook for much multimedia purposes (still I
need to listen to a set of songs once in a while). I have a desktop
from my institute and another pc with a big screen TV connected
to it for my multimedia choices. When I saw Meego coming out
from maemo and moblin, I was actually excited. There were many
reasons for my excitement, one of them being curious to see how
they choose or combined the two legacies (maemo comes from so
called debian side and moblin from fedora). Other was of happi-
ness, since an OS meant for mobile/smartphone computing will
definitely be simple and faster.

Due to all the excitement and my interest in OSes for netbooks
based on Linux, I tried it out yesterday (yeah, I know its one and
half months after 1.0 came out). To say the least, it was a very
good system. Yeah there are a lot of drawbacks. But for a 1.0
release, it appears pretty good.

The thing I hated most in these first 24 hrs is (whether you
believe or not), it doesn’t have g+ +. It is quite essential to com-
pile some things which doesn’t come with the default system or
in repository. Frankly speaking, I didn’t care that I don’t have
multimedia capability, but g+ + is essential for me.

As most of the other reviews say, interface is very good and the
best for a netbook. I will even go to the extent of saying that this
is the best one that I have seen. Still there are issues with policy
kit authetication (for my NTFS partition from windows installed
by ASUS and ext4 of 10.04 UNE). Since the system or syslinux
based bootloader doesn’t support ext4, I had to recover the grub
for ubuntu (which took some of my time).

Lack of office programs won't bother me much, but I did not
quite understand the part of gadget (which allows you to add nu-
merous plugin scripts the system). Poorly designed and quite out
of focus. I use latex and beamer for my document and presenta-
tion purposes, so I was ok when office was not there in Meego.
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But, when I get an ODF standard document, I don’t really know
what to do.

I noted another interesting aspect, the whole Meego claims to
have Malayalam support and can input and render malayalam
quite well (smc-fonts are missing, I am planning to put a repo
in our savannah and later make sure meego uses smc-fonts and
it comes by default). Chromium has some issue when it comes to
rendering Unicode 5.0 (pre unicode 5.1 chilus, it is not able to con-
vert cons+virama+ zwj-> chillu). The interface renders it very
well though. So, I think it has something to do with the chromium
rendering modules (webkit I suppose, to be fair, chrome in win-
dows doesn’t show such tendencies).

Anyway, for serious netbook users and for future smartphones,
systems based on meego and android are the future. I am all out
to make sure malayalam is working perfect and out of the box for
meego (its easier for me and since its built especially for atom, I
am one of the few who can test it).

I will setup a repository for smc fonts for meego in savannah.
Next step is to make meego developers add smc-fonts in the repo.
Another task is about verifying the rendering issue with chromium
(which might take time, since I need to find chromium users in
GNU.Linux).

For a first release, I should say, meego is very impressive. Yeah
I know it doesn't have multimedia capabilities (can't even play my
MP3 files), still it gets a lot of marks for the interface. If they
succeed in making the interface flawless, with a good sync with
policy-kit to authenticate, I think meego can make a big leap with
its next release.

Comments

1. Ashik S

I can help with testing things on Chromium - in fact Rajiv
nair (mandoos) and me are having it as our default browsers
on our Ubuntu and Arch systems. Give us the test cases and
we will run them and give you the results.

2. jinsbond007
hi,
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Thanks. So far I have only one problem with chromium.
Reading Malayalam. I installed smc-fonts, set the browser
font to Meera and encoding to UTF8. But, it is having some
issue with chillus formed by ZWJ. I am going home tomor-
row, so not sure when will I be able to give the details but I
will try my best.

The problem is only with the browser, all apps are gtk based
(but, there is qt also under the hood though no apps are
yet available). Since MeeGo is a combination of Moblin and
maemo, I think it will have these kind of behaviour.



62

8@ Tdlouse) cﬁz(ﬂr}d\ﬁ)(fa



Logbook of an Observer 63

Again on student politics, freedom of expression and interestingly

my views about women

In Facebook group of MESCE, there was an interesting discussion
on an age old topic. Fatima Ali (B Arch, student at MES I guess)
started it. She wanted our opinion on whether you like to be in a
college like MES, laden with strikes, gang wars and not much cul-
tural activities, but authorities are questioned from time to time.
Or in a college at Bangalore or somewhere, where no one ques-
tions authorities and in return they get to conduct some extrava-
gant events and activities. As someone who values freedom over
anything, my choice was obviously the former one, stating there
are better alternatives with better democratic atmosphere (with
both inclusive and representative democracy).

About the kind of politics in college, I had written two long
articles (here” and here®). The first one had a fierce discussion
in the comment section. Then my experience in IIIT gave me a
new outlook of student politics and democracy in academic insti-
tutions. In any system, it completely depends upon the leaders. No
one groomed the next generation or batch. If there was someone
who was naturally capable of and interested in taking the lead, the
whole community would benefit. Else the ones who represented
the students simply gained something for themselves.

Anyway, that was not what I was going to write here. In the
whole discussion, only a handful of people expressed their views.
Interestingly (or as usual) the only lady in the whole discussion
was Fatima. Later Karthika also joined. When Fatima wrote a
concluding note, I innocently asked, ““Fatima, interestingly, you
were the only girl here, are you people afraid to express yourself
or what?". I was actually interested to know whether all the ladies
in the group (both alumni and current students of MES) were not
interested and believed that it is up to them to express their views
on politics. The result, I was accused of being “~Male Chauvinist". I
have been called many names during discussions in many forums.
I have been part of internet and real world forums which discussed

7See article 'Politics in campus: the need of time'

®BSee article 'Account of a campus gang war!!!"
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a variety of problems including the plight of women. I do have a
variety of friends from a various sections of society and it is the
first time one of them is accusing me of being a male chauvinist.

Anyway, whether am I a male chauvinist or not is not worth
a discussion. Though to make my part clear, I should state that
I have respect for and belief in all women. As a matter of fact,
in many occasions I had to oppose the prejudiced remarks about
them. Once I had an argument with my father about political
awareness among female student population (later there was one
about geographical awareness). I was the one who defended the
girls against his prejudiced, society imposed “ignorant female”
thesis. So, it was natural for me to be curious to know whether
there is any truth in the thesis put forward by my father (and ma-
jority of the society). A reply by Fatima does imply that, they
have their own opinions and they do think and try to understand
situations (it seems that they just don't like to put it up in public
forums).

The cause of my father's thesis might be the society imposed
restrictions on women to get into public discussions (when you are
not part of discussions, you don't have opinions. It is an age old
method of suppression). Then later, women themselves started
restricting themselves from being a part of messy discussions to
avoid being tagged. I think Sreebala K. Menon once wrote about
this in Mathrubhumi (society tagging females who take their own
path in life or express their opinion on worldly issues). When you
look around, females who (tried to) express their views and take
a stand in issues were attacked more fiercely than their male col-
leagues. Just think about Arundhathi Roy in recent Kashmir issue.
There were 3 people in the dias and only her remarks were taken
up by Times Now. If you read her interviews in Thehelka (there
are many on different issues), you will understand how good an
intellectual she is and how much research and analysis has been
done by her before expressing her opinion on a matter (still we
accuse her of reacting spontaneously to hot issues).

In case of MES, KBLH is a jail. Parents feel their children are
safe in jail, where in fact, they might be getting frustrated. If peo-
ple are going to say we are happy in KBLH, I would suggest them
to look up Stockholm Syndrome. When there is a strike in college,
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the entire female fraternity of the college is stripped of a chance of
being part of it (they are in fact jailed). Most of them don't get to
see what happens or understand what is the point of the agitation.
So it will be interesting to hear their point of view on the matter
which was under discussion on that thread. On top, I was inter-
ested to know whether the same atmosphere of tension which kept
a large portion of females out of political discussions in campus
was keeping them away from that thread. Now I understand that
being curious about the opinions, inadequate representation and
participation of females in a discussion is a good enough ground
to be tagged as a male chauvinist.

If, as Fatima says, a lot of women can express their views freely
on her wall, why don't they do that in the thread in MESCE group?
Why don't they pick fights with us and enlighten us with their
perspectives and visions? I do like to know these and that is not
because I am a male chauvinist or sympathiser for the cause of
female empowerment. But as someone who knows there is huge
potential which is going to be wasted just because people are not
confident enough or not ready to break some unwritten rules in
the society. Social conventions are not forever. They are supposed
to be rewritten after a period of time. I had actively written about
my views on society. I dislike society for the restrictions it has
put on my thought and the prejudices it has against anybody and
everybody. I learned to fight it and I would like more people
to fight that and overcome social inertia to make our system a
dynamic one.

Here I rest my case!
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Evaluating FOSS Contributions

Counting FOSS contributions for research grants actually threw
open a new area of investigation as such, I guess. It is about eval-
uation of the novelty factor of contribution to FOSS project. As
we know, in any field of research, evaluation metrics is a big area
of investigation and people come up with new distances and mea-
sures every now and then (even we are in the middle of such an
effort for OCR).

Normally novelty factor is decided based on where the related
paper is published, how good it is explored and how good is the
theoretical foundation for the papers. The interesting thing is,
many FOSS projects cite papers published (and some regularly
publish papers) in main stream journals to get acknowledged for
their novelty and to ensure the novelty of the algorithms they use.
Many times author's notes are used in FOSS projects to report on
real time usage, easier adaptation etc. (many plugins in GIMP are
developments of European university PhDs. A famous one is, a
resynthesizer plugin).

However, the idea of evaluating the novelty factor solely con-
sidering the contribution to the project requires a new metric to
evaluate itself too. The normal factors required to assert novelty
is all present in a collaborative project very much in line with the
normal lab, professors, conferences and peer reviews mechanism.
The only difference and a crucial missing factor will be a published
(I would say inaccessible too, a paper costs 5-10 USD depending
on the publisher, conference and journal) covering paper. Peer
review of the technique, its implementation in real time projects,
required documentations as a part of the project documentation
and various blog and log entries are available.

Peer review of the subject experts happen very well in discus-
sions over IRC and mailing lists (most of which are archived). Dif-
ferent perspectives from theoretical foundations to practical im-
plementation issues are discussed in a single go there (depends on
the project too). But this varies from project to project. A project
or a contribution which generates a bigger discussion along with
being criticized and evaluated rigorously should get more points
(very similar to classification of conferences and journals to A +,
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A, etc.). We can even have a FOSS project classification depending
on how much discussions, scrutiny and perspectives are evaluated
before new features are incorporated into the existing system.

Another thing that we can draw parallel is the criterion used by
conferences and journals for accepting a paper and the peer review
system of the projects. These are some ideas that got into my mind,
when thinking about a systematic evaluation metric for novelty in
FOSS contribution. A metric and a system like this will help to
counter so many software patents too I guess. There is Special
Interest Group of ACM for Computer Science Education. They
have a special section on FOSS. I haven't seen the proceedings and
as such, I don't know what all they discussed. But it will be good to
check these formal forums and their proceedings to look for prior
ideas on the subject. I don't have access to ACM libraries here.
If we can put some time and thought into this, we can develop a
draft and then may be start an open discussion too. This will help
FOSS projects to avoid depending on non- free published items
for claiming the novelty factor due for them (since Santhosh is
not interested in publishing, he is not recognized by anyone in
academia of Indian Language Research though his works are very
popular).

I believe what ever I wrote was taking it apriori that accep-
tance of ideas to a project is enough for validation. My problem
was how do we evaluate the novelty factor (we know there is a
novelty factor, but how to scale it). Then later on turning this
novelty factor itself to rate the projects. Now projects interact
with academia in a weird way. We should find a middle ground,
where even academic contributions like submitting a paper to A+
journal is counted similar to adding the same algorithm with all
its detail to a project with A+ novelty factor. People might not
accept it as such, and at first, there will be double contributions,
but with enough campaigning and ensuring that the evaluation
framework is strong enough and thus reliable, we can make some
progress.

It will also work as a counter measure to the now existing mo-
nopolistic attitude of IEEE, ACM etc. In case of academic publish-
ing, the only thing that I worry about are the arguments against
the review of documentation (like how implementation of some-
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thing in one project will ensure its reimplementation capability
in different scenario if the documentation is not aimed at that).
Capability to re-implement and produce results for a different set
of users for a different set of purposes should also carry weigh-
tage (like how much help does this implementation give on doing
that). That usually does not come under the aims of the project
and they don't care. But the ones who are doing the contribution
and waiting for it to be counted towards their Degree or Salary
should be aware of it and do it.

Collaborative publishing can be very well used and an example
of wikipedia can support the claim. Acceptance by user commu-
nity is a validation of novelty. But how the detail or contribution
is accepted may not always be a measure of novelty (some contri-
butions, very novel, might not trigger much response, some trivial
ones might trigger huge response). So, in order to evaluate novelty
and the original contribution, there should be a mechanism which
in turn projects can use to count or evaluate their innovativeness
or novelty factor. This, along with a must do documentation of
the contribution in a collaborative peer reviewed wiki kind of sys-
tem, should ensure freedom of the knowledge generated out of the
process.

It is not just a matter of accepting FOSS to mainstream aca-
demic research, but more or less bringing back the idea of free-
dom to the academia. We should prepare a draft framework (I
don't have much of an idea on how to prepare it). Then should try
evaluating some recent contributions to some projects on basis of
this framework (we can use SILPA as one of the sample projects).
Then present this to the world as a method to count novelty in
collaborative projects without using the normal way of status of
publication (all FOSS projects maintained by universities or re-
search organizations cite their publications to show novelty).
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Hospital Log 1

On Monday, the 4™ of October, I got diagnosed with a case of
Acute Lymphoblastic Luckhemia (I didn't know it till Thursday).
After 12 days, I find myself in one of the best places in India for
haematology related treatments and am sitting in a room worth
Rupees 2k a day with AC/TV/attached, bath/nurses on call and to
top it, complete room service.

The words and worries of others who love us and still not hav-
ing the slightest idea of who I am is always an interesting problem.
To start with, I am writing down some of my thoughts. Don't know
whether to publish or not, but it is not my immediate concern, I
have a lot of unpublished works in my documents folder :)

The question of being moody

Everyone tells us not to feel depressed or sad or moody. Treatment
is difficult, it will turn your physiology upside down for sometime.
It does cost a lot and some estimates put it at as much as 20 lakhs.
But actually in mind, I am relieved. Why? May be it is because of
the mentality of the scientist inside me who doesn't like unknown
variables. I loved it when I was diagnosed with Lukhemia. I at
least have a diagnosis. I should say I felt like Dr.Gregory House in
House M.D. To be frank, I didn't even stop to think whether it is life
threatening or not, I was so happy that I had a diagnosable issue
which was creating all that stupid or weird pains on my thighs,
legs and my general loss of appetite.

Still, I don't have anything to get moody about here. From
both the nurses' and the doctors' reactions, I guess I am one of the
happiest patients they have. I think it will be difficult for them
to imagine someone who is confined to a room 24 hrs a day (I
can walk through corridors of 8 floor) being happy. But the fact
is, it is not new to me. I have all the experience in the world
in doing this. Being lethargic and making an organized lethargic
behavior of solitary life inside a room. So, I am kind of not moody
at all. There is nothing new to it, I hear all the news, I do call
people, I am online, my father is around for any help (he might be
getting bored). If not, nurses will be there. But most people don't
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understand this. The idea of socializing without really being in
society is a difficult thing for many to think, grasp and understand.
They believe in showing support. However, the problem is how
to show it. My friends back in Hyderabad understand me. They
know what I want, will get the things done for me, so that system
will run smoothly.

"Don't you get bored?" or "You are bored eh?"

I think it is a question anyone who is undergoing treatment for
diseases like this will encounter. Especially when you are hav-
ing a good social life. For people who know me, I don't think it
will be a surprise when I say that I don't feel much bored, when
confined to a room. I have done it before. Just for the sake of
being lazy. My social status is that of a guy who fits in every-
where. So everyone will miss me as well as not miss me at the
same time. Still, interestingly, I do have an active social life, with
calls to parties in weekends, birthday celebrations or whatever.
Why? Someone with a ponytail walking around half dressed or
3/4 trousers and t-shirts and ready to dress up and go for night
outs is an urban youth. Then, in parties, it all comes down to
money, and for someone who spends all his stipend and doesn't
save anything, its not difficult to get invites :) Still I don't party
much because I don't like dancing, and my idea of party is usually
a good food in a restaurant or a nice bar with lots of alcohol (I do
drink). Still I do get invites for just the opposite ends of discus-
sions too. Still the question people might ask is, ““don't your lab
mates or friends miss you when you are away for, like 6 months
or more?" :) May be. I don't know. Still there is not much to miss
about me since my presence there is still felt. I do talk to some of
them, I am available on phone on the same number, and also I am
online once in a while through GPRS :) May be they will miss my
physical presence of 5 foot 6 inches and pony tail. But that is not
much to miss. When you think about it, some of my best friends
are still people who I haven't met yet :)
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“Question of concern!"’

"Why aren't you concerned?". Like aren't I concerned about losing
6 months, an entire year in MS because of the half semester split
for diagnosis, change in life (may be entire life), etc. Still no idea
whether my ALL is L2 or L3 and all these are a matter of worry.
The thing people don't understand is, I don't live life in normalcy.
If I had, I might not be doing an MS in IIT Hyderabad. I do cal-
culate, when the numbers do not fall in places that I want them
to, I will just check where they are falling and try to adjust my
parameters accordingly. It might be difficult to understand. But
that is what I do. There are no unexpected turn of events in life.
Everything is normal because they are not.

Systems are made to put people in a mechanized way of func-
tioning. When you are used to a system, it will be very difficult
or depressing to get out of it and to be a part of another. But for
people who understands that it is the system which controls them,
hopping from one system to another is very easy. Especially when
the change from a lonely hostel room in IIT, Hyderabad to a room
in CMC Vellore with father is not that path breaking.

I might not do the same things here. There I watch movies
most the time, follow all the US serials I like, do some research
and studies in between, go out and have biriyani once in a while
or order in a pizza if I feel to get some money spent. Here, I have a
different routine, different style, like when I go home. I hop from
that to this easily because I don't do the same thing at both places.
I might read a research paper or two in my house, but I won't be
the same 24/7 online guy at home. That goes for the hospital too.
I will just fix the numbers to keep the balance intact. The aim
is survival and to survive, sometimes we have to reinvent what
we understand. Now I have enough time to reinvent the system
I was a part of for the last 3 years. I can go in as a new person
(hopefully). The system is not changing and I am not changing
too. But a break from the system gives you time to understand
where you were losing your ground.

Interestingly enough, that does give a positive approach to the
whole thing. I have nothing to be concerned about, except may
be financials, Which I am quite sure is a waste of time. I can have
concerns on how bad my lukhemia is, but the again that is another
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waste of time once you decide to go for treatment. Concern on
how I would complete my MS will be my last since, if treatment
works, I will get enough time to go for finishing the studies. If my
ALL is life threatening and I am not responding well, there is no
point in thinking about that.

My life in Hyderabad will change. May be dramatically be-
cause, when you are taking medicine everyday, you will follow a
routine and once you start doing that, you will never be the free
spirit people used to see. But it is just a change from a lethargic
MS student to a normal MS student, which again is positive. Yeah,
I will definitely have difficulty with some details on life. It may
be that my social life will change, but I don't think it will bother
me as much as it bothers everyone else.

Question of "getting impatient about the details”

Everyone wants to know what kind of lukhemia it is that I have.
What I know is that it is just Acute Lymphoblastic Lukhemia. Then
they want to know whether it is life threatening or not. I do be-
lieve it is. Then next question is about the stage and I don't know
which stage it is in. I don't really know how lukhemias are staged.
I guess they are not staged as per time, but according to the types.
Some of them make genetic mutation and there is ALL with genetic
mutation, which is somewhat dangerous. I do have one with a ge-
netic mutation. But I am not an expert on what it is and how it is.
People think diagnosing lukhemia, its types, then understanding
details is like diagnosing a normal blunt wound or common cold.
It is not. There is a larger scientific process involved and there is
no point in getting impatient. But interestingly, only me, who is
not supposed to understand it, understands this detail.

I am a researcher. My job is to conduct experiments, get re-
sults, analyze them and crunch them to make them reveal what
is there hiding inside. So, amazingly, when doctors say that they
need to do more tests, I do understand. I always have to run new
experiments to find out about the working system and for me,
breaking a system didn't even matter. However for doctors who
work in these kind of situations, its not like that. They can't screw
up whereas I was allowed to. More importantly, having a result
and analyzing it is not the same. There is a huge difference be-
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tween the two. Results are usually just blunt numbers which are
weighed against the vital or normal parameters. They don't reveal
anything. No X-Ray, MRI, CT reveals anything unless you know
how to read it. It will be the same as me giving you numbers of
my SVM-feature study experiments. To draw conclusions, there is
a need for prior understanding. Total control and know how of
what is normal and more importantly, eyes to see the anomalies.

When you have a genetic study done, I do believe it shows a
million possibilities and the proper understanding of my life and
ways are important for doctors (including how I react to different
medicines). Like how I reacted well to the first dose of chemo. I
might not do that for the next. They didn't give another dose of the
medicine because some detail regarding my body was not right.
Then a report came in and they decided to drop the medicines all
together and start a new one. It happens. I have done it on my
systems. There is no strict code of conduct when you work on
situations like this. It changes as you see results. The entire idea
of protocol for 2 years will be the same. However, in the case
of medicines, it might not be so. Only for generic cases does it
remain the same.

I don't really know, but I think genetic mutations don't happen
as per lamarkian principles but on darwin's theories (there was a
recent news on lamarkian effects of genes too, haven't read that in
detail). So, if I had this problem, I guess it was there for the last 24
years (not sure, will ask my doctor to confirm). It is not a disease
outside my body but a change in my system from the normal being.
My body is built to have this mutation and it will be difficult to
make it believe it is not. It feels like a tedious task and not an
easy one, so no point in getting impatient and I don't believe in a
complete cure in this case (if it is like this). I am not sure whether
someone else will understand this the same way. If they do, great,
and if not, I can't say anything. There are possibilities, chances,
drugs, treatments, but none of that means it is final and curable.
The word cure might not even be appropriate in case of cancer
since we are not sure whether we are curing or breaking :)

The way to obtaining results is always through continuous ag-
gression of experiments and thoughts. Keeping up to date is al-
ways a big part of it. Where I was lagging for sometime, now I am
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keeping upto date. As my professor pointed out a week before I
left for treatment, I needed to increase my reading. These six or
so months are a good chance for that.

The problem is, people don't like ambiguities and half answers
when it concerns life and death. But after being a part of the
world of probabilities, pattern recognition and machine learning,
the thing I understand is, you can never avoid it. Starting of a
treatment doesn't guarantee full diagnosis. It just means that the
beginning of the treatment is the same. It is easy for me to un-
derstand this since, datasets don't change for experiments. For
entirely different experiments, we can use the same datasets, may
be with different annotations or labels. There will be ambiguities
and half answers, like "it is ALL and no idea which type". People
don't understand that diagnosing from lukhemia to the farthest
details of its reach is a big process. There is no direct answer for
patients' queries like "How bad am I?". It depends. Something can
be predicted but not everything. The treatment is not straight for-
ward and it is a little scary, but what to do, our whole life is like
that. At least do it when we can afford it.

Question of Life

Then usually comes the question of life. How it will change your
future. Usually I will give a blunt answer saying that I don't care
about it. My future is my concern and what I am more concerned
now is of being present. Still my outlook on future is always loose,
I do want to make money to live (now I have to since, the treat-
ment if it goes on like this might put a visible liability of some
lakhs on me). I always keep my options open. I was on the verge
of starting to work for an NGO in "No UID" campaign since I want
to mark my presence in the scene. May be now I can put a little
more time into that. Can read up some stuff and get the details,
use my expertise and contacts in pattern recognition academia in
India (believe it or not, I have friends in some good institutes :)
). May be I can write more regularly for malayal.am. I missed
two races while I was not well. I could try to report the rest and
publish. Get a name of being the first exclusive malayalee formula
1 reviewer. There is always options and all these are the ones I
pursue right now.
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Things can change. New ideas will come up. The choice or
the idea of changing life according to what comes up next usually
doesn't bring much joy to anyone. Everyone wants to keep status
quo. But the world doesn't do that. Systems are just adapting to
emulate status quo. So, from what I see, there is not much chaos
in breaking status quos. It is bound to happen. “"Life changing
experience" is a phrase everyone usually uses. I think it is just a
myth. Life always changes, you don't live the same one for long.
You can't. Small things might be the same (like your favourite
breakfast or time to wake up) but you don't get a sudden outlook
on life on a single day. It happens over a period of time. How you
realize it doesn't represent how it was changed. It is just similar to
what is called, ““you don't see the whole picture". You can't real-
ize something in a single moment, you will apply all your apriori
before doing that. Interestingly, that does play the greater part in
understanding, than anything else. But people like to believe that
they get realizations on the moment :) May be that is because it
gives us a kind of relief that life is taking sudden turns. Life doesn't
do that, it just appears like a sudden turn. Nothing is sudden, it is
just that our views are skewed.
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Hospital Log 2

Monday November 01 2010

Today is the 11™ day of my first chemo cycle. Still going good and
other than some instances of vomiting and loss of interest in food,
the days are okay. Thankfully, no major infections or after effects
of chemo showed up. Don't know how the medicine is doing, but
I guess by next week the second round of chemo should start (if
platelet count reaches the desired level). Like that, I have to do 8
cycles and usually it goes on for 4-6 months. This is the info from
the medical side.

On the personal front, I finished reading 2 novels and one book
by Vinay Lal on the global political scenario. Now reading the
famous Edward P. Said's "Orientalism". My cousin was asking
whether I wanted "Glimpses of world history" to read. I actually
have no idea about what that is. Before starting to read such a
book, a lot of things are there to be considered including, how
much time you can devote to think about it.

One of my cousins got me a Tata photon +. I took a 1GB plan.
I may have to rethink about the plans after the first month. It
enhances my connectivity but also brings in the danger of keeping
me out of other activities.

During the last few days, I had a large set of visitors. Apart
from my father's brothers, my aunt and uncle also visited. They
were here for a day. Then two friends from IIIT came with news,
books and a lot more. Two more are coming on Wednesday. My
cousin visited twice. Two friends from kuttippuram came. Every-
one wants to see the sick and show their moral support, while I'm
more interested in poaching for their blood and platelets :)

Thoughts on my Friends

Some of my friends are keenly interested in helping me financially
and so is one of my professors. My father might have some diffi-
culty in getting the 10-15 lakhs required for the initial stage but,
that doesn't mean he is totally in need of money right now. For
me, someone who was making rs 6000 per month, I spent all that
money during the last three years. Mostly on dresses, food, party,
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flight tickets home (I fly every time I go home), maintaining a
nice ponytail with extravagant trips to the best saloons in the city
such that many people at nice restaurants in the city knew me by
appearance, I should say. For someone extravagant like that, it is
amazing that I do have friends who wants to put in money for my
costly treatment and to help getting money from endowments.

I don't really know whether I should claim it or not. I was and
am someone who doesn't care much for money. Someone who is
not used to giving it when I have it. However, fortunately, I did
have friends who could give me some when I was in need. First of
all, I don't know whether it is quite right to make a financial rela-
tion out of a more emotionally and personally knit social relation.
I never cared for financials, but made sure I never crossed my re-
serve. On top people say that there are always strings attached
with money, which I would like to avoid as much as possible. On
top being a rational human being, I would say, it doesn't make
much sense for me to give financial aid to someone who can af-
ford top medical facilities of the country along with VIP facilities.

May be my friends think that I am not going to make money
for a little while on the pretext of the disease (I lost a year and
haven't stopped thinking about PhD). My father being a retired
man, they might be thinking it is their duty to help out a friend
in need. After all, some wise people said long before "a friend in
need is a friend indeed". They might be confused on how to be
friendly towards a guy, who, with this kind of a serious illness,
was not in much of any emotional distress but was full of energy
and optimism and on top, was someone with a philosophical and
rational edge over them. I am a kind of socially introvert guy, who
likes to be in a closed space rather than in a party. But, being in
company of friends, I just like to be one of them and have a good
time of what I get. I should say, I try to make the most out of what
I have got. To experience things to the best and thereby making
sure, I am not missing any details.

Who are my friends?

May be that attitude gave me access to a varied and interesting
group of individuals. Many of them, my very good friends and well
wishers. I do have company of intellectuals who tries to debate,
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see the other perspectives, form perspectives, avoid prejudices and
on top, see logic in situations. I have friends among people who
call these intellectuals as dreamers and dismiss them as waste. I
party with them during IPL, New Year, Diwali, or any day for
that matter. We watch premier league matches and formula one
races together, discuss food and restaurants, music and live like
any other. They do know that I have a good say and company in
an intellectual gang too (not in IIIT however. There I still keep a
low profile,. Being a new guy, I have a few friends and just started
discussing some initiatives in Exact Humanities dept. with some
friends. May be by next year, I will get a chance there too :)). I do
have access to the so called geeky hacker community for having
a niche of my work on in Indic language computing and being a
avid fan and user of GNU/Linux. Though not much active for the
past few years, I do have my presence in the Indian Free Software
community, courtesy of friends I made in due course. Istill involve
so much in the activities of a free software group I revived back
in college in keeping it active. I would say I have a good friend
in the journalist community who, whole heartedly, provides me
access, knowledge and space for my thoughts and perspectives.
All these gives me access to a varied set of friends and commu-
nity of people who are all, I say, belong to either middle class or
upper middle class. I don't have much friends in the strata above
that (the one of socialites/celebrities). However, I should say that
some of my friends in partying circles were good enough to get
me a glimpse or two of what was happening there (with help of
their friends). It would be wrong of me to say that I don't have
friends in the lower strata of community. I did my primary edu-
cation in an aided Malayalam medium school and there I have a
lot friends who are either self employed or managed to lift them-
selves up from the poverty they had, through hard work (only
handful of my primary friends managed to get through SSLC. Al-
though most of my classmates were Muslims, I don't remember
any of them getting through). Most of my female primary class-
mates were married by the time I finished my 12%. Very few of
them even thought about studying till 10th. Even on the male
side, very few were interested in studies. So, for a class topping
studious guy, I was more than a friend to them. More like I was
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someone to most of them to tell their children that we were in the
same school :) Still I meet them occasionally (we don't cross paths
much as I visit my village only once in a while and most of them
will be associated with some function or the other). Then I moved
to JNV'. There we rarely discussed financials, but I do remember
many of my friends had parents with govt. jobs. Some of them
self employed. Some of them a little more sophisticated jobs like
teachers. Some were hard laborers who tilled their land. But all
of us were good in something or other. We were good in studies,
were disciplined well by the residential establishment, leading us
to the prime goal of being a professional (doctor/engineer). If
you can't become a Doctor or an Engineer, education can provide
something else too. I should say, most of us did well. Many are
engineers and doctors. Some are nurses. Some are in service sec-
tor. Some disappointed, may be didn't get the system of real world
outside the system of JNV. Handful of us are in academia too.
Then the 4 years in a self financing Engineering college in
Malappuram where most of the students are wards of NRIs, ex-
posed me to a totally different group of people including real street
gangs. :) It gave me a glimpse of what campus politics have boiled
down to. Why it is not going beyond the hefty gang wars between
the muscles of some fighting minds, who don't really need the po-
litical affiliation to put up a fight (which was evident from the past
and most recent fights in the campus). Most importantly, it gave
me a home in almost all districts of Kerala where I can except a
meal in a time of trouble. :) In Ernakulam, I have more than five
spots where I can spend a night. In Trivandrum, not much but
still a guy has settled down there for now. Calicut, I won't say
how many will be happy to accommodate me. So is the case in
Kollam, Aleppy, Kannur, Thalassery and even in Wayanad. I think
I had the aura of a geek there. Eccentric and intellectual at the
same time. There is not much of a variety present in the campuses
of Kerala (though they are supposedly people whom we find in se-
rious tech. depts of western universities). I don't know where it
placed me in the social strata of the college, but definitely not in
the best lovable guy list (or even manly guy list) I suppose. I was
the one who used to share the lunch of day scholars (both boys

"Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
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and girls alike) or make them give me money for lunch to avoid
a long walk to hostel. I kept no shame in begging since my idea
of 'financially sound' or 'manly' doesn't mean that I can't beg for
10 rs. On top of it all, for someone who does not play any games,
though being able to give a hardcore lecture on soccer and the
scores, being not much of an actual player of the game, not feisty
and also not being the kind of person who keeps grit over things,
all made me a different kind of guy and still a popular one at that
I should say. :) Likewise, my 3 year stay in IIIT, gave me access
to a different breed of people and virtually a bed in every city in
the country.

Thoughts on what helped and how it helps in having so many friends

I should say, having been fortunate enough to meet so many peo-
ple and make friends with such a large cross section of society,
gives you access to a lot of information too. May be my interest
in Sherlock Holmes from childhood and later in logics and com-
puters, might have shot up my interest in both logic and observa-
tion. I should say it helps in my current field of study a lot too.
I Don't know how many others, working among a similar crowd,
had the kind of access and familiarity I had with different groups
of people. Usually, one likes to remain in their comfort zone. Be-
ing to a hostel when I was 10, my comfort zone was being alone.
I am not a crowds man, not a public speaker or dancer or any-
thing of the sort. However, may be good in parties and enjoying a
good time with friends with those little anecdotes and comments.
Pretty good foodie and a nice food gives me a good time. Other
than that, I belong to the arm chair, virtual world generation. Life
for me without Internet access is a disaster. I do have a GPRS con-
nection and a netbook and kind of had an uninterrupted Internet
connection for the last 3 years. I like to be in my room invisible
to everyone but then again, I know that is not what life is about.

I do go out, make friends with others and enjoy life to the
fullest. It gives me the chance to understand and put to use the
observations I made from texts and books. So, I should say I am
comfortable everywhere. I enjoy all that I take part in, make my
contributions in any capacity, get embarrassed sometimes and un-
likely of my nature, I do even volunteer for some tasks. :) May be
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the idea that I have a comfort zone might have left my mind when
I went to boarding school. I might have started to anticipate the
adaptation to unexpected situations and different kinds of people.
On top, my philosophy of changing the numbers of life according
to the numbers I get might have helped me. I expect ambiguity,
abnormality and interestingly on top, a pattern in life. I do think
and try to understand about society and life at large. My little
access to different circles of people gives me food for thought too.
It also gives me experience in the so called etiquettes of different
groups of people. I get a chance to observe by being a part of the
society, and be aware of what society is capable of.

Being someone who likes to take decisions of his life in his
own fashion, I sometimes end up in loggerheads with my immedi-
ate circle of family and friends. The logics that I follow or pursue,
mostly just don't convince them. But my experiences in interact-
ing with a large section of people, thinking in different ways, and
looking life at different angles is what usually helps in cooling the
system. Rational and logical arguments seldom work. So does
stubbornness and arguments. Sometimes a smile or a little anec-
dote will convince the other better. Sometimes it is better to avoid
confrontation, if at all possible. Sometimes, it is best that you be
a part of the group, even though you are nothing of the sort (I
was quite accepted by the all the so called political outfits of the
campus).

This gives quite an account of my friends. May be about why I
have so many friends and what I do get from them than the finan-
cial aid or real idea of friendship too. It is a learning experience
to be in the company of so many people. Also, for people who
love knowledge and understand it better than anything else, with
a keen and trained (from JNV) thoughts and eyes on society, it is
something precious I should say.

Family

Though I am not a filthy rich guy, I am quite sure that affording
my treatment at its current cost is not so much of a hefty burden
on my father than many other things. It will be more of a mental
and physical burden for him than financial. He has brothers who
are able to and are helping him in running his farm, his real estate
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investment etc. Also as an investment, he preferred liquidity over
higher returns and that also might help him a little here. Amaz-
ingly, I do have friends, teachers and family to help me in anyway
they can. I do know it makes me one of the few fortunate people
with the same medical situation and it, I should say, humbles me.

But it also gives me an idea of the society that I live in. The
monetary help is always seen as the best and important way of
showing support and easing the burden in case of expensive treat-
ments. Strong family ties are a crucial matter when it comes to
situations like this. Me and my father can manage in Vellore easily
without having the slightest tension and even think about doing
some work back in IIIT, only because I have two of my father's
brothers looking after his properties and my mother in our village
and another brother looking after our properties in town. A fourth
brother who is a doctor, spend a week of his life troubleshooting
my issue and still calls almost everyday to get the details of treat-
ment and my status in case he needs to get involved. I do have
doctors as my cousins who spend the best ties and knowledge they
have to find out where I can get the best treatment in India.

All this came from a strong loyalty to the idea of family -- for
which even I should say I am trying to contribute a little by efforts
of building a family tree. It is a project this is halfway and I would
like to complete it. When I'm in hospital, I can at least get it going
by a small detail. A lot of information is gathered by my father's
elder brother but was not archived well in a software scheme -- I
will try to do that and give it a shape as soon as I get hold of that
data. The loyalty to family came from various points. First of all,
all the stakeholders involved were hardworking and financially
stable and the matriarch (my father's mother) who ran the family
for long time actually made sure that the details of money were
correct and kept out equation wherever possible.

There is enough and even more family troubles and issues in
each of the atomic families. However, usually any big issues are
put forward to something like a family meeting and I should say
everyone is made to participate in that. Plus, they gather for
onam, vishu, different poojas and other festivities every year. On
top of their participation, they make sure people who can partic-
ipate from next generation is sure available and is on the scene.
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The sense of being a part of the family and all these people are
our own (they are not cousins but brothers and sisters) is some-
thing they like us to understand. That gives my sister the nerve
to tell her nine year old son that he got 100s of cousins back in
India. Seeing the American society, I don't think he might have
been convinced and that put me into making the family tree. But I
guess that his visits to India and participation in one or two family
gatherings every time might have given him the idea. He might
have seen and played with a lot of those 100s of cousins in the
two month vacation he gets once in two years.

All of my father's siblings have achieved their own level of self
sufficiency. Interestingly none of them think alike. There used to
be huge debates on any issue with people having different views
and all of it gets thoroughly debated out. Head of the family takes
the decision in the end. May be this level of involvement due to
the diversity of opinions might be creating a chance of discussing
out all possibilities of a problem. The kind of rationality obtained
when things are debated well to understand its different perspec-
tives. This is not to say that they are modernists or reformings, but
instead, most of them are believers with different political men-
talities and have kind of orthodox views in social relations. But, I
should say, they understand change, they resist when I grow my
hair or decide to make a choice to go into research and academics
than the money spinning IT Galore. But they accept it. They know
we have the power and will to defy them and proceed on our own
if they are not cautious, which might not do much good for the
family fabric that they have been protecting for the last 50 + years.

But the thing is, it created a loosely knit, yet loyal institution,
out of a set of fragmented, diversely thinking, atomic family en-
tities. As a matter of fact, the idea of belonging is there for even
people who don't really belong to the family (ones who are mar-
ried off). Many of them prefer to spend their festivities with us
since we make the best out of it :)

The idea of having an independent life out of society and fam-
ily ties is encouraging and goes well with the liberal mind set that
I have. I have managed to keep my own identity and made sure
I'm the one taking decisions for me in life. Still somehow, I man-
aged to keep the life alive with so many friends and even put them
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to good use. Even though I don't accept or rather, sometimes just
make and do things which many in family don't like (small things
like growing hair or big decisions like my stream of study), I man-
aged being a part of the family. I do make sure I visit my family
in every city I have been to.

It is a kind of experiment. As I said before, the system likes
to use it for your benefit. So the best thing to do is understand
the system, keep it out of you but be inside it. Here I explained
two large systems of society (friends and family). I managed to
be a part of the system, at the same time kind of out of its reach.
I tried to learn the system, using it to increase my leverage when
I needed to have an interaction or when I come to loggerheads.
I am not interested in, or believe in direct confrontations. Very
rarely do I end up in one. I like to manoeuvre through the system
without alerting it. I think I did it right so far. :) If I publish this
as it is, it might make a difficult and awkward situation, but then
life is not always what you want. :)
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Hospital Log 3

Wednesday November 10 2010

I was temporarily discharged from hospital on Monday, the 8" of
November. First round of my chemotherapy was over on Thurs-
day and by Monday, my counts started to increase. Doctors were
happy with my health and progress, so they decided to discharge
me temporarily for a week. Voila! I was out of hospital after a
month.

I was getting out of a room (a floor I should say) after a month.
For 2 days I was in a 2" floor ward and from the third day onwards
in a room on 8th floor of a building. At times I was free to roam
around the floor corridors and I was allowed to look through the
windows and gaze at the people and the rush outside. But I did
not literally get out of a building for one month. To be specific,
from 7th October to 8th November. But the problem was, I didn't
feel it. I did not have any problem being in a room for a month
with my father. I did not feel happy or special to get out of that
room.

Now I can identify some reasons for that too. First of all, being
confined to a room is not new for me. If you ask my friends or
even my Professor, you will understand how much I love to be in
my hostel room :) That might have helped me a little in enjoying
being lonely. In fact if I am doing something, I like to be alone. I
usually use a headphone in lab to work.

Next is the communication and information explosion in digi-
tal world. Things I need to live is food, dress and medicines. The
hospital gives all these. Next issue is of getting engaged. I have 4
mobile connections, 2 internet connections, one mobile with an in-
ternet connection and my netbook. All these devices keep me alive
in the virtual world. I can be connected 24/7 if I want (I actually
put off computers to give some 2 hours for reading). These devices
kept me posted, they gave me news from around the world. I get
daily news from USA, Hyderabad, Kerala and sometimes Banglore
and Chennai. I do work on my laptop related to variety of things
ranging from Free Software Activities to Academic Research. I do
watch Television but its not required for me. Most of the time I
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do it to get sleep. If I am not in a mood to use computers, I use my
mobile to connect to the world, to read my mails and to talk to my
friends. If I am not in a mood for that too, then I would go for the
old fashion reading and that too does not get me bored much. On
top, when you are sick, hospital is more comforting. Doctors and
Nurses who know what to do when something is wrong is nearby.

Not getting out of a room for a month and undergoing a treat-
ment for a kind of serious anomaly in my body not having thrown
me out of my comfort zone is a soothing feeling. But when you
think more about it, the idea seems like, my comfort zone is "being
sick" though this is the only serious illness I ever had :) I can do
things I want to do in the pace I want. Moreover I was doing it and
I was more interested in doing it than I normally was. It is a kind
of frightening thought that you feel very much comfortable in a
hospital bed. Yeah there are some reasons like, I didn't get any
infections from my chemo and my body was good enough to sus-
tain the medicines. No serious issues were there other than some
vomiting, loss of appetite, loose motion etc. But all in all, even
during the one week doctors waited for Doctor Vikram to come
and decide on my treatment, I was actually free to do anything. I
never had any thoughts of getting out of the hospital :) I was more
than happy to be in the room and go along with the routine.

When you think about it, I am still blessed with a lot of friends
who are concerned for me. A big family, many of whom visited me
in hospital during my stay and those who couldn't visit actually
called me to check up on me. I do have a lot of teachers who are
concerned for me and ready to help in whatever way they can. My
Professor calls me once in a while and tells me not to worry about
things in Hyderabad. Another Professor from my UG times called
me to enquire about the details and told me to keep him posted
(have to mail him :)). Friends from my school calls me once in a
while and enquires about my health.

This puts two things into my perspective. First is a realiza-
tion that I am a solid hardcore member of the so called Playsta-
tion/Internet/armchair/beanbag generation (though I never
owned a gaming console). For me, the entire world is there on my
finger tips and I like to get out of it whenever I pleased to do so. I
like the power to switch off or log off from others. Being alone is
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not a problem as long as I am sure I can connect back to the world.
But unlike others in this generation, my twitter/facebook usage is
very minimal. I might have tweeted some 200 times so far and
get on facebook only once in a week. Itis nothing like I don't
want/like facebook or twitter". Basically, I use twitter/buzz to
update my status or give out news and very rarely do I get some-
thing to update :) About facebook, huge volume of information
just scares me! I use it once in a while to check on my friends,
check their trip pictures, status, etc., but not on the level of read-
ing everything on the wall. But I do follow a lot of other details
like dozens of mailing lists, blogs and portals to keep up to date
with the world.

There are lot of things people associate with "us (Internet gen-
eration)". It includes lack of social skills, inability to form real hu-
man relationships, difficulties in understanding human relations,
lack of understanding of real world problems (some people call it
"reset button syndrome" :)) to even lack of moral values (I don't
really know how. May be all the fps is making us blood savvy).
I should say these are exaggerations. Its not like, no one in the
Internet generation can make sense of the world. I point to myself
as a proof of concept. I am better off alone in front of a com-
puter with access to wikipedia and google. But that doesn't mean
I am good only there. We are very comfortable getting out of
comfort zones too. We do make friends and most of the twit-
ter/facebook/playstation generation do a lot of partying. Most of
the page 3 figures are kind of people who can live in a room for
a month without much trouble if they have a computer, mobile
phone and internet connection.

The idea of being a very social guy with a lot of friends from
different groups and levels, and a nice family fellow with lots lov-
ing relatives, and someone who feels comfortable being alone in
a room with a pc and internet connection is kind of bizzare! But
some how I am able to manage it. May be the contrasting im-
ages of me in different scenarios is a suggestion that the real me
is not there in any of these broad pictures. But that is usually the
pet idea for grand unified theorists. I am more of a believer in
existence of multiple instances.
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I firmly believe that it is natural for people to behave differ-
ently in different social scenarios to avail maximum leverage for
themselves (everyone is selfish). I do believe it is natural for me to
be comfortable in a crowded dance floor listening to head banging
metal or a quiet bar/restaurant with friends or in a closed room
alone with a computer and internet. Multiple comfort zones and
equally enjoying them might be possible only for people of this
generation I guess. The kind of people who change themselves
from a geeky researcher to a hard core metal fan in seconds and
combine the contrasting personalities well so that he listens to
heavy metal while writing a paper on advanced pattern recogni-
tion.

People might say it is bad to be inconsistent and to be without
a personal identity. But what I would say is, multiple identities are
natural. They are generated and nourished as a part of our ability
to adapt to situations. It is unwise to expect everyone to follow
the defined roles of the society. People tend to follow patterns and
groups. Most of the time identity of the person is merged with
the identity of the group he belongs. But that helps in bringing
out his personal identity since within the group, identity of the
group is irrelevant. For people who belong to a large variety of
groups like me, there are visible contrasting identities on play.
Even within a group, the identities from other groups becomes
your personal identity. So, ultimately when someone defines me,
it will be based on his perspective about me from his knowledge
regarding the various identities that I possess. I think it is true
for all human beings. Everyone has different identites in different
groups and one's perspective on another is just an opinion of the
group from which he knows the other to be from. In conclusion,
what I wanted to say is, it is wrong to say someone belongs to a
group just because he is comfortable with a group or he is a part
of it. He might belong to another contrasting group too. It is very
much possible that he can be comfortable there too. People can
be equally comfortable in two contrasting scenarios :)
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Hospital Log 4

When you are a leukemia patient, the world around you changes
a lot. You will find yourself befriending lot of patients and will
hear a lot of amazing stories. In a world where names are irrele-
vant, one of those stories I heard was of her. She is of my age and
till recently, used to live right next door. I heard her story in bits
and pieces from narratives of her mother, sister and at times, from
herself. From what I could gather, she is practically the complete
opposite of who I am. Hardworking, God fearing, socially con-
scious and above all, highly scholarly. In my short life so far, of
25 years, most of which I spent in Kerala, I am yet to see a woman
who does not fear the opinion of others. May be the world is
supposed to be so and manipulators and tricksters like me are an
exemption.

Anyway, when I met her, she was in treatment for a relapsed
ALL which took its toll on her during the final days of first year
MBBS. It seems she used to complain about constant headaches
and other issues now and then. However, her parents dismissed
it for her compulsive addiction to studies (If I wake up everyday
at 4 and study like she used to, I guess I would have been in bed
sooner :)). Interestingly, she had to do blood smear (a pathology
test) as a part of her practicals, with her own blood. She found
blasts, but thought it was due to some mistake in the procedure.
Later, after the exams, when she went to her ancestral home in
north Kerala and fell sick and only then did they figure out the
real culprit. Without wasting time, she availed treatment and for
most of her second year at college, she was in Vellore than in
Thrissur. But unlike me, she spent the time reading her textbooks
and wrote exams the same year. To everyone's surprise, she came
second in her class. It is quite difficult to get your head straight
and think normally while in chemotherapy let alone studying for
exams, that too for MBBS second year.

That itself shows her commitment and hard work. In the very
few conversations I had with her, I quite felt the immense con-
fidence and courage in that fragile body frame (may be effect of
chemotherapy). She was someone capable of bringing a differ-
ence to many in the society and I hope she ends up doing it. I
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don't know how much her MD in Anesthetics (if I guess right) will
help her in that, but a good doctor could change a lot of lives.

That said, we were undergoing the same regime of high dose
chemotherapy and both of us were scheduled for a Bone Mar-
row Transplant soon after. Our conversations often hovered just
around treatment regime, hospital doctors, medicines etc. of
which she is kind of an expert, and for me, it was all new. May
be that deceived me a little. She rarely talked about her earlier
stint in Vellore, but her mother and sister gave me lot of details
regarding it. I still remember how exactly she was diagnosed for
the first time (if she knew I would write about it, she might have
never told me any of these :)). But I don't really know anything
about exactly how the relapse happened, except that, I had called
her just before the blood test result came to enquire about the
details of chemotherapy. Nobody needs to teach me the art of
survival, but seldom we find someone who survives catastrophes
so elegantly that makes us look back at our whole life and feel
ashamed.

All my life as an adult, I led a quite secured life. I made my
choices on instincts. Even though doubtful about the paths I liked
to explore, my family always stood beside me. But for her, practi-
cally her adult life started with ALL, and it was completely under
the shadow of one of the most dangerous diseases in existence.
I can't really imagine living so, let alone actually suffering from
it. At least I had some 7 years of no-worry and I still have great
support and help for being the people's man that I am.

She once said that seeing lot of successful BMT patients during
OP was comforting. Likewise for me, it was comforting to see,
befriend and have some wonderful time as well, with someone of
my own age and superior scholarly attitude next door. To crown
it, seeing her successfully go through the BMT and the difficulties
soon after was really helping my confidence too.

Interestingly, meeting her first time made me write. I wrote a
small monograph on the social relevance of hair for women and
the untold laws governing how one should grow their own hair. I
must say that the spark in her eyes, when she showed her picture
with hair made me write it.
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